


its suppliers of energy and resources, and is searching for
alternative resources.

At the same time, Japan needs to tackle the issue of
global warming. As a measure against global warming,
renewable energy is attracting attention. However, the initial
cost for renewable energy is relatively high, and therefore
it will take some time for renewable energy to come into
widespread use. For the time being, balanced use of fossil
energy and renewable energy is required. For this reason,
we think it important to develop a smart energy network
that uses advanced information and communication
technology to utilize the advantages of both renewable
energy and fossil fuel.

Taking factory energy management as an example,
distributed power supplies using fossil fuels, such as gas
engine and gas turbine generators, are often installed to
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