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2.3 Functions in VE
VE is one of the management techniques that focus on 
functions. VE specifies the functions and costs of products 
and services. This specifies the requirements of customers 



35



36

Vol. 48  No. 2  2015 

same for all categories. In this study, when the numbers of 
ideas differ between categories, we regard categories with 
smaller numbers of ideas to be capable of generating more 
ideas. Therefore, entropy does not reach a maximum in such 
a case. Entropy becomes lower in such a case than when the 
number of ideas is the same for all categories, reflecting the 
level of diversity.
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