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The Japanese language has a lot of onomatopoeias, some  
of which imitate sounds of animals or objects: dogs bark 
WAN-WAN, Japanese bush warblers sing HOH-HOKE-
KYO, big rocks hit the ground DO-SUN, mechanical clocks 
tick KACHI-KACHI, busy people rush DOTA-BATA and so 
on. Onomatopoeias are also used to describe atmospheres, 
conditions or feelings: silver plates look PIKA-PIKA, you 
feel SUX-KIRI (see note below) after taking a nap, young 
ladies feel LUN-LUN expecting a pleasant party and so on. 
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a rock do you imagine hit the water surface? By the way, a 
detailed observation has been reported by a scientist that the 
sound CHA-PON is actually formed by two sounds: CHA is 
the sound of the initial impact and PON is the sound of the 
impact of the liquid column that forms as the result of the 
object entering the water. What good ears the first person 
who used the onomatopoeia CHA-PON had!!

NOTARI-NOTARI for wavy water surfaces
Sometimes onomatopoeias are effectively used in the 
Japanese very short poem haiku, which must be written 


